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review by Dr David Leary

In its reporl released i 2007, the
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change noted that climate
change is expected Lo exacerbate current
stresses on water resources, Historically,
Australia has been subject o recurring
drought and water shortages, notwith-
standing current and recent flood events
in northern NSW and Queensland. How
Australian law manages our finite water
resgurces in the era of climate change
is: therefore a significant issue for all
Australians and, in particolar, rural com-
munities. Controversy surrounding the
management of water resources in the
Murray Darling Basin is but one example
of the conflict that water management can
give rise to in Ausiralia, and the impor-
tance of our law and policy responses to
those challenges,

The book is a very significant -and
timely publication. Jointly authored by
lawyers from Gilbert + Tobin and the
Australian Conservation Foundation, i
is a thorough and useful reference work
for those wanting to understand the com-
plexity of regulation of Australia’s water
FESOUrCEs.

It covers a significant range of key
issues relating to the management of
waler resources in Australia, It begins
witlran introduetion and overview of the

evolution of the common law to the c¢rea-
tinn of various statutory regimes and the
increasing involvement of the federal gov-
ermment in water regulation, It goes on
to examine the evolution of water rights
ared water planning and management,
followed by a useful examination of the
rights to access ant use water, as well as
the various water markets that have been
created across each of the Australian
jursdictions.

However, water law is more than just
about accessing and allocating rights with
respect to water, and the book goes into
other issies, such as community water
and sewersaie infrastructure and services,
The role of competiion law in relation
for water vesources is examined, as well
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as issues associated with environmental
water flow and the role of the regulation of
water in relation o ecosystem protection
and integrity. It concludes with a useful
chapter on water quality.

This is a significant work because it
analyses in detail all of those topics across
edch. of the state and territory jurisdic-

tions, as well as the role played by the

federal government. Particularly useful
for those neéw to the area of water law is
the liberal use of low diagrams, maps and
tables.

This book is highly recommended to
all who want a4 comprehensive under-
standing of Australian water law. It will
be useful to practiioners, academics and

students alike. ik
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