BOOK REVIEWS

Managers and the Law (3rd edn)

Lynden Griggs, Eugene Clark and lan Iredale,
Managers and the Law: A guide for business
decision makers (3rd edn), 2009, Thomson Reuters
(Professional), pb $119.95.

This is the third edition of a textbook first
published 10 years ago to address the need
for business managers to be conversant with
the law and manage legal risks.

In the text’s introduction, the authors
refer to the “modern focus on corporate
governance” and rightly observe that “the
manager in the contemporary business world
would need no introduction as to why a third
edition of this text is necessary”.

Certainly, the need for managers to under-
stand the legal framework and their place
within it grows by the year, never diminishes,
as more regulation is spread down by our leg-
islators at all levels.

The text is designed for use in tertiary
courses such as MBAs, rather than an over-
view, as the “Questions for Discussion”
sections at the end of each chapter suggest.

It covers a diverse range of topics including
business structures, consumer law, taxation,
dispute resolution and ethics.

The width of the topic areas is a reminder
of the expectations placed on business man-
agers in the modern context and the need for
them to seek outside professional assistance.
Nobody can be expected to keep abreast of
everything, and yet if something goes wrong
it is the manager who will likely face the
responsibility.

The text has been prepared by a group of
senior academics, but the structure and style
are readily accessible.

There are extensive bibliographies pro-
vided in each part, as well as handy case
studies and sufficient tables and diagrams to
illustrate particular areas.

Foralegal practitioner, a particular chapter
may seem superficial, but covering as many
areas of business law as the text traverses
inside 660 pages is no mean effort.

It provides a good balance between an
overview for a non-lawyer and a reasonable
starting point for a lawyer.

Accordingly, this is a useful text for a
commercial lawyer to have close at hand
as an overview of what managers of com-
mercial clients encounter, on what the text
describes as “the endless road to achieving
legal compliance”. ®
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